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Message from Mrs Watson Headteacher:

Welcome to the summer edition of our newsletter which comes at the end of a very busy term. It
also comes at the end of my first year as Headteacher of Holyrood. I’d like to extend my thanks to
all of you for your support. I can tell you whole heartedly that I’m as honoured and proud to be in
this position today as I was at the start of this year. Actually, even more so!

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and in particular about a few of the many experiences our
young people have been involved in this term.

I write this having just spent a terrific weekend in London with our young people. I had a fantastic
time and our young people were just brilliant! I know that this was also the experience of the other
staff who were in London and those who were in Paris, Marbella or Villareal. There have also been
fantastic reward trips to the Time Capsule, Flip out, the Cinema and Blackpool. Experiences out
with the classroom can really enhance young person and it’s great we have been able to offer so
many.

We also welcome our Malawi team back this week. Yet again they have made a tremendous contribution to the lives of others. We are very proud of all of them!

It has also been a busy time in terms of staffing for our School.

At the end of the summer term we always say goodbye and thank you to staff that are leaving
us. This year we say goodbye to a number of staff who have made an enormous contribution to
Holyrood over many years and who are now retiring:
Mr Kevin Coyle PT Art & Design, Mr Bill Lavelle Technical Teacher, Mrs Helen Humphries English
Teacher, Mrs Glynis Poole Drama Teacher, Mr Robert Rowney Biology Teacher. Mrs Susan
McLean PT Music retired earlier in the year.
Thanks to them for everything they have given to our young people, our school and our community
and very best wishes to them for every success in the next phase of their lives.

We also say good bye to Mrs Fiona Davidson who will become PT Maths in Douglas Academy

Good luck to our Kieron Shellon, our NQT, and to all Supply Staff who have contributed
greatly to our school this session

Congratulations to the following people who will join our leadership team in August:
Mrs Ann Marie MacKenzie will join us as PTPC S1 from St Columba’s in Gourock.
Mrs Laurie Gibb, a present member of our Community, will move into the position of PT
Art & Design.

We will be looking to recruit a new PT Numeracy, PT Pastoral Care and PT Support for
Learning.

Important Dates:
On Thursday 27th June our school will close early at 2pm to allow for a staff Mass to offer thanks to and celebrate the careers of our retirees.
The summer holidays will start on Friday 28th June at 1pm.

I wish you all a very happy and relaxing summer and I look forward to welcoming our
young people back on Wednesday 15th August at 8.45am.

Not many schools can proudly boast that it contains 15 published authors!
Holyrood Stories is a collection of comics created by 15 Romanian and Slovak pupils with the
help of John and Sandra, who are ‘Metaphrog’, our Graphic Novelists in Residence. The project was funded by School Library Improvement Fund and run jointly with Glasgow Life. The
pupils spent 6 months working in the library on a weekly basis drawing cartoons and writing
stories with the help of EAL teachers and interpreters. The result is a fantastic full colour funfilled book which was launched in May in Govanhill Library and has already been named
Glasgow Life’s ‘book of the month’.
Nicoleta Netoi , S2, said that the project, “helped me to draw and read and speak English and
it was lots of fun.”

A group of S1-3 girls have been celebrating their
bilingualism through art, drama and poetry with
the help of Helene Gron, a Danish youth worker
who is working with YCSA in Glasgow. Their
lunchtime workshops encouraged the girls to
express themselves in their first, second, third or
fourth languages and to develop their English
language skills along the way.
John Swinney, Deputy First Minister, had the
pleasure of ‘playing on the beach’ with the group
as well as ‘performing with a rock band’.
Thank you to Glasgow Life for making the club
happen.

On Thursday 6th June S3 pupils took part in an International event at Glasgow University. Walk the
global walk this year brings to the forefront the importance of United Nations.
Sustainable Development Goal 11 « Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. » Some of our then S2 class worked on this goal as
part of their coursework on home area in May. Our talented pupils Grace Callaghan, Thomas McKenna and
Sogand Mermedin spoke in French, Spanish and English
on sustainable initiatives in our local area. The event
culminated with a park walk with other participating
schools in Kelvingrove Park.

S1 Netball Team winners of the gold medal at the Glasgow Schools Tournament and
Glasgow League Winners beating St Andrew's 34-10 in the final last week. The girls were
undefeated in Glasgow this season and had a good run in the Scottish Cup, narrowly beaten
in the Quarter-finals.
Player's Player of the Year - Samantha Newman
Coach's Player of the Year - Phillipa Rooney
Most Improved Player - Charlotte Richards
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This group of EAL pupils couldn’t have chosen a better day to introduce themselves to Glasgow’s
newest (or should that be oldest) visitor. Dippy the Dinosaur did not disappoint as far as dimensions are concerned – we fitted neatly under his tail.
After the tour of Kelvingrove’s fabulous collection of stuffed animals, ancient Egyptians and medieval weaponry was complete, we set off for some rigorous exercise in the form of bowling –
old school. S2 pupil Abdul Sani emerged as the clear champion demonstrating excellent aim and
cut-throat tactical manoeuvres. The morning was capped off with a group game of football
which was rudely sabotaged by the ‘playful’ dogs of Kelvingrove Park.
The good manners, sportsmanship and use of English were a joy to behold. Prior to boarding the
bus to head back to school, pupils looked up at the awe-inspiring spire of Glasgow University
settings their sights on higher things.
Our thanks go to Imran Khan for his outstanding leadership of the group and courage in retrieving the football from wayward dogs.

Miss Kindness and Mrs Cooper

In November to honour of deceased relatives and friend,
all year groups completed November Lists. Senior pupils
had an opportunity for adoration and prayer in front of
the Blessed Sacrament .

In February we welcomed the NET Ministry team
who lead retreats for S3 pupils.
In March Primary 7 pupils were welcomed back
to participate in P7 retreats with the theme of
Forgiveness.

This year a group of S6 pupils achieved the
Caritas award for their 20 hours of service
to the school community and 20 hours of
service in their place of worship.

Our Primary 7 Health and Wellbeing day
concluded with a Mass. The altar servers,
readers of the first reading, psalms and
prayers of the faithful were led by Primary 7
pupils who made this mass an opportunity of
faith for all.

Holyrood staff and pupils participated in a week full of activities to promote The British Nutrition Foundation’s “Healthy Eating Week”.
Home Economics used this opportunity to promote healthy eating through-out the week, by
having all morning classes sit down and enjoy a nutritious meal consisting of a high fibre
breakfast and one of our 5-a-day in the form of fruit juice. We continued the healthy eating
theme by having all mid-morning and afternoon classes cook Ratatouille which contained at
least 2 potions of fruit and vegetables per serving.
As a whole school community we distributed free fruit at lunch time on Monday to all who
wanted it. Tuesday saw our P.E. department promote getting active by starting all classes with
run-a- mile. On Wednesday we distributed bottles of water to the whole school at our Hydration Station. By Thursday, we had moved onto the benefits of getting enough sleep, this was
promoted through a 10 minute lesson delivered to all classes. We finished the week on Friday, by again promoting a Healthy Breakfast, this time all staff were treated to a selection of
healthy products. Thanks to all who participated to make this a successful event.

